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when sliced, have yellow cheesy centers. The lungs may show the same type of nodules as seen on the liver and spleen, but they are often imbedded in the lung tissue and are seen to better advantage when the liver is sliced in sections. The centers of the nodules are usually yellow. Sometimes the entire lung may be affected and appear as a tuberculous pneumonia.
Test for swine tuberculosis
Hogs may be tested for tuberculosis in much the same way as cattle. This test may be valuable in locating infection in a herd of breeding stock. The intra-dermal or skin test is used and gives excellent results. A small amount of tuberculin is injected into the skin at the base of the ear. The readings are taken twenty-four hours after the tuberculin is injected. If the tested animal is infected, there is a swelling at the point where the tuberculin was injected. Healthy animals show no change whatever. In reacting animals the swelling may remain for several days.
Treatment and control
There is no treatment for this disease and all efforts should be directed to prevent the further spread of the infection. The farmer may be fairly certain that the disease was derived from cattle or chickens.
Pigs may become infected by following diseased cattle or from infected milk products. The herd of cattle should be tested and all reactors removed. Swine should be raised apart from lots where the diseased cattle were kept. Milk from a suspected and untested herd should be pasteurized before use.
The farm flock of chickens should be tested and, if badly infected, it might be well to dispose of the entire flock and begin anew the following year. If hens die now and then, they should be examined for this disease. For a description of tuberculosis in poultry the reader is referred to Chapter XIX.